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I N T E R F A I T H  L E T T E R  T O  C O N G R E S S  O N  H U M A N I T A R I A N  C R I S I S  
'

July!24,!2014!

Dear!Mr.!President!and!Members!of!Congress,!

Our!faith!traditions!challenge!us!to!welcome!the!immigrant!through!scriptures!such!as!Leviticus!19:34,!“The(foreigner(
residing(among(you(must(be(treated(as(your(native:born.”!Many!of!our!organizations!are!living!out!this!command!by!
working!tirelessly!in!bus!stations!and!shelters!to!assist!vulnerable!children!and!families!coming!from!Honduras,!
Guatemala!and!El!Salvador!and!in!ministries!dedicated!to!human!rights!and!sustainable!development!in!the!Northern!
Triangle.7!!

While!we!appreciate!the!U.S.!government's!attention!to!the!humanitarian!crisis!faced!by!migrants!from!Central!America,!
we!strongly!object!to!proposals!to!detain!families!with!children!and!to!any!move!to!roll!back!the!Trafficking!Victims!
Protection!Reauthorization!Act!(TVPRA)!in!order!to!effect!expeditious!deportations.!!Forcibly!and!hurriedly!returning!
people!in!need!of!international!protection!back!to!the!dangerous!situations!they!fled!without!adequate!due!process!
would!undermine!our!obligations!under!international!law!and!our!position!as!a!global!humanitarian!leader!and!would!be!
a!moral!disgrace.!!

As!we!read!through!the!Administration's!supplemental!appropriations!request,!we!are!pleased!to!see!an!increase!in!
funding!for!the!Office!of!Refugee!Resettlement!(ORR),!as!increased!funding!is!needed!so!that!ORR!can!adequately!serve!
both!unaccompanied!children!and!refugees.!However,!we!urge!Congress!to!provide!more!funds!in!the!supplemental!to!
increase!legal!services!for!unaccompanied!children!in!the!United!States!and!enhance!programs!to!reduce!violence!in!
sending!countries!so!that!individuals,!particularly!children!and!families,!are!not!forced!to!undertake!dangerous!journeys!
in!the!first!place.!We!are!also!deeply!concerned!about!language!in!the!supplemental!request!that!would!discourage!
persecuted!individuals!in!Central!America!from!seeking!asylum!and!protection,!and!that!would!expand!the!detention!of!
children!and!families!without!addressing!the!unacceptable!conditions!of!these!facilities.!Additionally,!we!oppose!any!
proposals!that!would!restrict!these!children's!access!to!lifeAsaving!protection!or!return!them!to!unsafe!situations!in!
which!they!could!be!further!exploited.!!

This'is'a'regional'humanitarian'crisis,'not'a'U.S.'immigration'enforcement'problem.!!Since!2009!asylum!requests!by!
Hondurans,!Salvadorans!and!Guatemalans!seeking!refuge!in!Mexico,!Panama,!Nicaragua,!Costa!Rica!and!Belize!have!
increased!sharply.!In!fact,!compared!to!2008,!UNHCR!registered!a!712%!increase!in!the!number!of!asylum!applications!in!
the!region!in!2013.8!!Many!of!the!Central!Americans!arriving!in!the!United!States!today!are!people!primarily!fleeing!
violence.!The!current!crisis!thus!demands!both!a!humanitarian!response!in!the!shortAterm!and,!in!the!longAterm,!policies!
to!address!complex!root!causes.!

The!message!to!parents!not!to!let!their!children!make!this!dangerous!journey!fails!to!account!for!the!truly!desperate!
situations!facing!many!children!and!families.!No!parent!sends!their!child!into!danger!unless!they!feel!they!have!no!
choice.!The!U.S.!State!Department!currently!has!travel!advisories!in!effect!for!Honduras!and!El!Salvador,!warning!that!
the!level!of!crime!and!violence!remains!critically!high!and!noting!that,!“criminals!operate!with!a!high!degree!of!impunity!
throughout!Honduras.”9!

Our!country!regularly!pleads!with!governments!of!countries!in!other!parts!of!the!world!to!keep!their!borders,!hospitals,!
and!schools!accessible!for!refugees!fleeing!violence!and!persecution.10!Thus!far!this!fiscal!year,!unaccompanied!children!
represent!less!than!0.02!percent!of!our!population!(by!comparison,!refugees!from!Syria!now!make!up!20!percent!of!the!
population!in!Lebanon).!When!the!U.S.!is!faced!with!a!mixed!migration!flow!that!includes!many!refugees!and!others!in!
need!of!humanitarian!relief,!we!must!not!renege!on!our!moral!and!legal!obligations!to!protect!those!fleeing!for!their!
lives.!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
7"El"Salvador,"Guatemala,"and"Honduras"
8"United"Nations"High"Commissioner"for"Refugees,"“"Children)on)the)Run”""unhcrwashington.org/children,"July"2,"2014"
9"U.S."Department"of"State,"Bureau"of"Consular"Affairs,"Travel"Warnings,"July"2014."travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings.html"
10"Anne"C."Richard,"Assistant"Secretary,"Bureau"of"Population,"Refugees,"and"Migration,"U.S."Department"of"State."Statement"to"the"Senate"Committee"on"the"
Judiciary,"Subcommittee"on"the"Constitution,"Civil"Rights"and"Human"Rights,"January"2014."www.state.gov/j/prm/releases/remarks/2014/219388.htm."



! 23!

We'respectfully'ask'that'you'consider'the'steps'below'to'address'the'needs'of'Central'Americans'fleeing'harm'in'a'
just,'effective,'compassionate,'and'comprehensive'manner:'

Strengthen'the'humanitarian'response'in'the'United'States.!!The!U.S.!must!embrace!its!moral!and!legal!obligations!to!
asylumAseekers,!many!of!which!are!women!and!children,!who!have!arrived!at!our!borders!seeking!protection.!!A!policy!
of!“sealing”!borders!and!housing!vulnerable!people!in!jailAlike!conditions!will!not!dissuade!people!who!are!fleeing!for!
their!lives!and!seeking!safety.!These!policies!instead!risk!driving!desperate!people!into!even!more!dangerous!
circumstances!and!inflicting!more!pain!upon!those!already!suffering.!

Process'women,'children'and'asylumPseekers'humanely'

• Strengthen'communityPbased'alternatives'to'detention'programs,'which'are'cost'effective'and'humane.!!We!
are!thankful!for!the!current!partnership!between!FEMA/ORR!and!faithAbased!agencies!in!responding!to!this!
humanitarian!crisis.!We!suggest!redirecting!resources!slated!for!family!detention!to!aid!and!assist!this!
collaboration.!Rather!than!the!6,000!detention!beds!called!for!in!the!Administration's!Supplemental!Request,!we!
urge!Congress!to!provide!funds!to!alternatives!to!detention.!We!further!reject!the!use!of!electronic!shackles!for!
children.!!!

• Seek'alternatives'to'a'failed'policy'of'family'detention.!!Unnecessary!detention!often!bars!bona!fide!refugees!
and!others!from!accessing!the!few!pro!bono!legal!services!that!are!available.!!The!T.!Don!Hutto!detention!facility!
for!families!was!a!national!embarrassment.!!Thankfully,!the!Administration!closed!this!facility!in!2009,!ending!its!
legacy!of!inhumane!treatment!of!women!and!children.11!!There!is!no!guarantee!that!this!renewed!effort!to!
incarcerate!families!will!not!have!the!same!outcome.!While!we!do!not!support!family!detention,!we!believe!that!
where!it!exists,!you!have!an!obligation!to!allow!community!organizations!access!to!facilities!to!monitor!the!
conditions!inside,!and!to!allow!religious!services!and!visitation.!!

• Leave'intact'the'provisions'of'the'Trafficking'Victims'Protection'Reauthorization'Act'of'2008'relating'to'
unaccompanied'children.'Our!organizations!are!deeply!troubled!by!the!implication!that!the!Administration!and!
some!members!of!Congress!are!considering!removing!children!more!quickly!and!less!safely!than!is!required!by!
current!law.!We!have!long!been!concerned!about!the!adequacy!of!screenings!for!children!from!contiguous!
countries!in!ensuring!that!they!will!not!face!trafficking,!persecution!or!harm!if!returned!quickly,!including!children!
from!Mexico!who!are!often!summarily!returned!to!harm.!Traumatized!children,!some!as!young!as!four!years!old,!
often!will!not!divulge!complex!details!of!threats!and!violence!during!a!first!meeting!with!strangers,!and!are!even!
less!likely!to!do!so!in!the!presence!of!armed!strangers!in!uniform.!The!U.S.!should!be!working!to!ensure!the!best!
interests!and!safety!of!children!is!paramount!rather!than!curtailing!existing!protections.!'No!child,!including!
children!from!Mexico,!should!be!deported!without!adequate!screenings!for!trafficking!and!protection!needs!to!
ensure!they!can!be!returned!safely!and!not!placed!back!into!the!hands!of!traffickers!and!others!who!will!exploit!
them.!Proposals!that!would!roll!back!protections!for!children!from!Central!America!or!treat!them!as!Mexican!
children!are!treated!currently,!should!be!rejected.'Independent!child!welfare,!legal!and!antiAtrafficking!experts!
should!have!access!to!unaccompanied!children!to!assist!in!the!identification,!screening,!and!referrals!of!potential!
child!asylum!applicants,!trafficking!victims!and!potential!childAtrafficking!victims.'For!the!short!time!children!are!
in!CBP!custody,!they!should!receive!adequate!nutrition,!housing,!and!medical!treatment.!!

• Provide'counsel'to'all'unaccompanied'children.'In!addition!to!the!legal!protections!provided!to!children!in!
current!law,!each!child!should!be!provided!with!legal!counsel!and!guaranteed!that!his/her!case!will!be!evaluated!
inAperson!by!an!immigration!judge!with!sufficient!time!for!a!determination!of!the!best!interest!of!the!child!and!
his/her!eligibility!for!relief!under!current!U.S.!law.!!While!the!Administration's!request!includes!some!funds!for!
legal!orientation!programs!and!an!increased!number!of!immigration!judges,!it!does!not!go!far!enough.!We!urge!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
11"Landmark)Settlement)Announced)in)Federal)Lawsuit)Challenging)Conditions)at)Immigrant)Detention)Center)in)Texas,"ACLU,"August"2007."
www.aclu.org/immigrantsWrightsWprisonersWrights/landmarkWsettlementWannouncedWfederalWlawsuitWchallenging."
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Congress!to!provide!additional!funds!to!ensure!these!children!have!access!to!legal!assistance!and!a!chance!to!

have!their!stories!heard!in!a!timely!manner.!

• Improve'oversight'of'the'asylum'screening'process!to!ensure!that!all!individuals!are!asked!if!they!fear!return!to!
their!country!of!origin!and!are!referred!to!the!asylum!process!if!needed.!In!particular,!unaccompanied!children!

from!Mexico!are!entitled!to!less!due!process!in!asylum!screening!than!adults!or!other!unaccompanied!children.!

They,!too,!should!be!screened!for!asylum!protections!by!a!child!welfare!and!asylum!expert.!!

• Provide'unaccompanied'children'with'adequate'services,'while'maintaining'services'for'other'groups'under'the'
care'of'the'Office'of'Refugee'Resettlement.''The!Office!of!Refugee!Resettlement!(ORR),!the!agency!responsible!

for!the!care!of!unaccompanied!immigrant!children,!has!addressed!the!budget!shortfall!resulting!from!the!child!

migrant!emergency!by!reprogramming!money!destined!for!services!for!resettled!refugees.!Supplemental!funding!

is!needed!to!adequately!address!the!unexpected!child!migration!crisis!while!maintaining!commitments!to!

rescuing!and!resettling!refugees!in!distress!abroad.!!In!addition!to!supplemental!funds!urgently!needed!this!year,!

ORR!will!require!additional!funding!in!the!coming!year!to!respond!to!this!crisis!without!sacrificing!other!refugee!

services.!We!support!the!Administration's!supplemental!request!for!ORR!in!Fiscal!Year!2014,!and!urge!Congress!

to!provide!these!important!funds.!'

!

The'U.S.'response'to'the'current'crisis'must'also'address'root'causes.!Too!often!we!settle!for!quick!and!at!times!

harmful!“fixes,”!treating!the!proverbial!symptoms!rather!than!the!underlying!causes.!!There!are!several!steps!U.S.!

policymakers!can!take!to!improve!conditions!for!wouldAbe!migrants!in!Central!America,!making!it!possible!for!people!to!

find!safety!and!prosperity!in!their!home!communities.!However,!these!efforts!must!be!adequately!resourced;!we!were!

disappointed!to!see!that!only!8%!of!the!Administration's!supplemental!request!is!directed!toward!addressing!root!

causes.!

Address'poverty'and'lack'of'opportunity'in'Central'America!
• Increase'investments'in'sustainable'development,!such!as!education,!job!training,!job!creation,!cooperative!

businesses,!smallAscale!agriculture,!and!environmental!care,!such!as!planting!trees!and!community!gardens.!!

• Adjust'trade'agreements!(both!enacted!and!proposed)!to!better!ensure!respect!for!human!and!labor!rights!as!

well!as!environmental!standards.!Modify!or!revoke!agreements!that!negatively!impact!livelihoods!and!rural!

economies!and!lead!to!increased!poverty!and!migration.
12
!!

'
Address'violence'and'child'and'crime'victim'protection'systems'

• Increase'investment'in'communityPbased'youth'violence'prevention'programs.!Programs!such!as!Cure!Violence
13
!

and!the!Paso!y!Paso!social!education!program!in!Honduras,!the!Puente!Belice!Program!in!Guatemala,!and!Youth!

Builders
14
!in!El!Salvador!can!effectively!address!the!culture!of!violence!in!cities!struggling!with!some!of!the!highest!

levels!of!violence!in!the!world.
15
!Investment!should!include!nonviolent!conflict!intervention!programs!and!employ!

restorative!justice!models.!For!instance,!taking!a!public!health!approach!to!violence!is!helpful!for!reducing!rather!

than!merely!displacing!violence.!

• Reduce'reliance'on'militarized'and'armed'approaches'to'the'prevention'of'violence.!A!militarized!approach!to!

gangs,!border!security,!and!drug!policy!often!contributes!to!violence!and!distrust!in!communities!and!leads!to!

egregious!human!rights!violations.!Instead,!the!U.S.!should!focus!on!strengthening!judicial!independence,!the!

capacity!of!prosecutors!to!independently!investigate!police!and!military!abuses,!and!the!ability!of!civil!society!to!

hold!government!actors!accountable!for!corruption!and!abuse.!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
12"Illegal)Immigration)and)NAFTA,"Dustin"Ensinger,"February"2011.""economyincrisis.org/content/illegalWimmigrationWandWnafta."
13"Cure"the"Violence.""www.cureviolence.org."They"focus"on"directly"reducing"shootings"and"homicides."
14"El)Salvador,"Catholic"Relief"Services.""crs.org/countries/elWsalvador."
15"Evaluations"show"declines"in"homicides"and"gang"crimes"in"Los"Angeles"over"four"years.""Santa"Tecla,"El"Salvador,"where"a"program"started"in"2003,"now"has"
a"40%"lower"homicide"rate"compared"with"surrounding"communities."
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• Provide'resources'and'technical'assistance!for'shelters,'particularly'for'girls'and'women'fleeing'violence,'and'for'
effective'witness'protection'programs.'These!investments!will!allow!witnesses!and!crime!victims!to!participate!in!

justice!processes!while!staying!in!their!countries!of!origin!and!can!help!reduce!impunity!over!time.!

• Support'wellPtrained,'wellPresourced'and'accountable'child'protection'systems'in'El'Salvador,'Guatemala,'and'
Honduras.'The!three!countries!currently!have!inadequate!or!notAyetAfunctioning!(in!the!case!of!Honduras)!child!
welfare!systems.!It!is!critical!to!have!accountable!and!adequately!staffed!and!resourced!child!protection!systems!

to!protect!children!at!risk!of!violence!and!abuse!and!these(agencies(must(be(in(place(and(prepared(to(receive(
returned(children(before(any(child(is(removed.((For!those!children!deemed!ineligible!for!humanitarian!relief!and!

only!after!child!welfare!systems!are!adequate!to!the!task!of!receiving!such!individuals,!the!U.S.!should!invest!in!

strengthening!return!and!reintegration!programs!for!deported!children.!Such!programs!should!be!implemented!in!

all!cases!in!which!a!child!is!being!returned!to!his/her!home!country!to!ensure!that!the!placement!is!safe,!

permanent!and!in!the!child’s!best!interests.!FollowAup!social!services!and!monitoring!should!be!provided!in!

countries!of!origin!by!civil!society!social!service!providers!when!an!unaccompanied!child!is!repatriated,!with!

outcomes!that!are!tracked.!This!approach!should!both!facilitate!safe!and!healthy!reintegration,!and!strengthen!

accountability!for!the!welfare!of!deported!children.!!!

!

As!faith!based!organizations,!we!are!called!to!“love!the!stranger”!and!“welcome!the!stranger”.!We!urgently!appeal!to!all!

people!of!faith,!to!our!leaders!in!Congress,!and!to!you,!President!Obama,!to!respond!to!this!humanitarian!crisis!with!

mercy,!compassion,!love!and!hospitality.!

Sincerely,!

!

!

CC:!!! Jeh!Johnson,!Secretary,!U.S.!Department!of!Homeland!Security!

John!Kerry,!Secretary,!U.S.!Department!of!State!

!

National'Organizations'Signatories'
!
8th!Day!Center!for!Justice!

African!American!Ministers!In!Action!

Alliance!of!Baptists!

American!Baptist!Churches!USA!

American!Baptist!Home!Mission!Societies!

Christian!Church!(Disciples!of!Christ)!

Church!World!Service!

Columban!Center!for!Advocacy!and!Outreach!

Conference!of!Major!Superiors!of!Men!

Disciples!of!Christ,!Week!of!Compassion!

Evangelical!Lutheran!Church!in!America!

Franciscan!Action!Network!

Friends!Committee!on!National!Legislation!

Ignatian!Solidarity!Network!

Jesuit!Conference!of!the!United!States!

Jesuit!Refugee!Service/USA!

Joint!Immigration!Venture!

Latin!America!Working!Group!

Leadership!Conference!of!Women!Religious!

Lutheran!Immigration!and!Refugee!Service!

Marianist!Province!of!the!U.S.!

Maryknoll!Office!for!Global!Concerns!

Mennonite!Central!Committee,!U.S.!Washington!Office!

Missionary!Oblates!of!Mary!Immaculate!JPIC!office!

National!Advocacy!Center!of!the!Sisters!of!the!Good!Shepherd!

National!Council!of!Churches,!USA!

National!Council!of!Jewish!Women!

National!Farm!Worker!Ministry!

NETWORK,!A!National!Catholic!Social!Justice!Lobby!

Pax!Christi!USA!

Presbyterian!Church!(U.S.A.)!

Sisters!of!Mercy!of!the!Americas!

The!American!Friends!Service!Committee!

The!Chicago!Religious!Leadership!Network!on!Latin!America!

The!Episcopal!Church!

The!Episcopal!Network!for!Economic!Justice!

The!Leadership!Team!of!the!Daughters!of!Charity,!Province!of!St.!Louise!

The!Presbyterian!Peace!Fellowship!

The!United!Church!of!Christ!

The!United!Church!of!Christ,!Justice!and!Witness!Ministries!

Unitarian!Universalist!Association!

!

Regional/State/Local'Organization'Signatories'

1st!Christian!Church,!(Disciples!of!Christ)!A!Lincoln,!NE!

Abbey!of!New!Clairvaux!A!Vina,!CA!

Adorers!of!the!Blood!of!Christ!A!Saint!Louis,!MO!

Advocacy!for!Justice!and!Peace!Committee!of!the!Sisters!of!St.!Francis!of!Phiadelphia!–!Brookhaven,!PA!

Agricultural!Missions,!Inc!A!New!York,!NY!

Always!Our!Children,!Diamond!Bar,!CA!A!Diamond!Bar,!CA!

Associate!of!the!Srs!if!St!Francis!of!Penance!and!Christian!Charity!A!Carmichael,!CA!

AtlanticAMidwest!Provincial!Council!of!the!School!Sisters!of!Notre!Dame!A!Baltimore,!MD!

Augustinians!A!Villanova,!PA!

Baltimore!Jewish!Council!A!Pikesville,!MD!

Benedictine!Sisters!of!Chicago!A!Chicago,!IL!

Benedictines!For!Peace!A!Bakerstown,!PA!

BEOC!A!Brockport,!NY!

Bloomington!Inclusive!Eucharist!Community!A!Bloomington,!IN!

Boston!New!Sanctuary!Movement!A!Boston,!MA!

Boulevard!Congregational!and!Christian!Church!A!Lawton,!OK!

Brothers!of!St.!Francis!Xavier!A!Baltimore,!MD!

California!Province!of!the!Society!of!Jesus!A!San!Jose,!CA!

Call!to!Action!A!NOLA!A!New!Orleans,!LA!

CallToAction!of!NW!Ohio!A!Toledo,!OH!
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CallToAction!of!NW!Ohio!A!Toledo,!OH!
Catholic!church!A!Rochester,!MN!
CCCA!A!Silver!Spring,!MD!
Center!for!Active!Nonviolence!and!Peacemaking!A!Clinton,!IA!
Central!Pacific!Provincial!Council!of!the!School!Sisters!of!Notre!Dame!A!St.!Louis,!MO!
Christian!Church!(Disciples!of!Christ)!A!Hedrick,!IA!
Christian!Church!(Disciples!of!Christ)!A!Topeka,!KS!
Christian!Church!(Disciples!of!Christ)!A!Columbia,!SC!
Christian!Church!(Disciples!of!Christ)!in!Kansas!A!Topeka,!KS!
Christian!Church!(Disciples!of!Christ)!In!Kentucky!A!Lexington,!KY!
Christian!Church!Disciples!of!Christ!A!Sunnyvale,!CA!
Christian!Church!in!Illinois!and!Wisconsin!A!Bloomington,!IL!
Christian!Reformed!Church!in!North!America!A!Grand!Rapids,!MI!
Church!and!Society!Committee,!Nevada!City!United!Methodist!Church!A!Grass!Valley,!CA!
Congregation!of!Saint!Joseph!A!Cleveland,!OH!
Congregation!of!Sisters!of!Saint!Joseph!A!Wheeling,!WV!
Congregation!of!Sisters!of!St.!Joseph!A!Wheeling,!WV!
Congregation!of!Srs.!of!I.H.M.!A!Scranton,!PA!
Congregation!of!St.!Joseph!A!La!Grange!Park,!IL!
Congregation!of!St.!Joseph!A!Tipton,!IN!
Congregation!of!St.!Joseph!A!Wichita,!KS!
Congregation!of!St.!Joseph!A!Cincinnati,!OH!
Congregation!of!St.!Joseph!A!Wheeling,!WV!
Congregation!of!St.!Joseph!Peace!and!Justice!Team!A!Cleveland,!OH!
Congregation!of!the!Mission,!Western!Province,!Peace!and!Justic!A!New!Orleans,!LA!
Congregation!of!the!Sisters,!Servants!of!the!Immaculate!Heart!of!mary!A!Scranton,!PA!
Crossing!Borders!A!Dubuque!A!Dubuque,!IA!
CTA!of!So.!Cal!A!Long!Beach,!CA!
Daughters!of!Charity,!Province!of!the!West!A!Los!Altos,!CA!
Daughters!of!Wisdom!A!Islip,!NY!
Dignity!Health!A!Paradise!Valley,!AZ!
Disciples!Divinity!House!of!the!University!of!Chicago!A!Chicago,!IL!
Disciples!of!Christ!A!Ottumwa,!IA!
Disciples!of!Christ!A!South!Bend,!IN!
Disciples!of!Christ!A!San!Antonio,!TX!
Disciples!of!Christ!A!Mckinney,!TX!
Dominican!Sisters!in!Committed!Collaboration!A!Blauvelt,!NY!
Dominican!Sisters!of!Hope!A!Ossining,!NY!
Dominican!Sisters!of!hosuton!A!Houston,!TX!
Dominican!Sisters!of!San!Rafael!A!Stockton,!CA!
Dominican!Sisters!Of!San!Rafael,!CA!A!Richmond,!CA!
Dominican!SistersA!Sparkill!A!Sparkill,!NY!
El!Pueblo!A!Biloxi,!MS!
Emmanuel!Mennonite!Church!A!Gainesville,!FL!
Esther's!Well!Restoration!Homes!A!Providence,!RI!
Farmworker!Association!of!Florida!A!Apopka,!FL!
First!Christian!Church!A!Dunlap,!IL!
First!Christian!Church!A!Rensselaer,!IN!
First!Christian!Church!A!Shawnee,!OK!
First!Christian!Church!A!Norman,!OK!
First!Christian!Church!A!Carrollton,!TX!
First!Christian!Church!A!Garland,!TX!
First!Christian!Church!A!Falls!Church,!VA!
First!Christian!Church!(Disciples!of!Christ)!A!Signal!Mountain,!TN!
First!Christian!Church!Carrollton!A!Irving,!TX!
First!Christian!Church!Des!Moines!IA!A!Des!Moines,!IA!
First!Christian!Church!Disciples!of!Christ!A!Hannibal,!MO!
First!Christian!Church!in!Creve!Coeur,!IL!A!Eureka,!IL!
First!Christian!Church!of!Puyallup!A!Puyallup,!WA!
First!Christian!Church,!Charlotte!NC!A!Charlotte,!NC!
First!Christian!Church,!Covington,!Kentucky!A!Covington,!KY!
First!Christian!Church,!Pineville!LA!A!Pineville,!LA!
First!Christian,!DOC!A!Lawrenceburg,!KY!
First!Metropolitan!Community!Church!A!Atlanta,!GA!
Florida!Council!of!Churches!A!Tampa,!FL!
Florida!Council!of!Churches!A!Tampa,!FL!
Florida!Immigrant!Coalition,!Inc.!(FLIC)!A!Miami,!FL!
Franciscan!Friars!(OFM),!St.!John!the!Baptist!Province,!JPIC!Office!A!Cincinnati,!OH!
Franciscan!Friars,!TOR,!Immaculate!Conception!Province!A!Hollidaysburg,!PA!
Franciscan!Sisters!Leadership!Team!A!Little!Falls,!MN!
Franciscan!Sisters!of!Little!Falls!Justice!Commission!A!Little!Falls,!MN!
Franciscan!Sisters!of!the!Poor!A!Cincinnati,!OH!
Franciscans!for!Justice!A!Sacramento,!CA!
Free!Spirit!Inclusive!Catholic!Community!A!Greenville,!NC!
Frist!Christian!Church!A!Owensboro,!KY!
Glenmary!Home!Missioners!A!Nashville,!TN!
Good!Shepherd!Inclusive!Catholic!Community!A!Fort!Myers,!FL!
Gwendolyn!Simmons!A!Gainesville,!FL!
Handmaids!of!the!Sacred!Heart!of!Jesus!A!Athens,!GA!
Holy!Cross!Ministries!A!Salt!Lake!City,!UT!
Holy!Rosary!Priory,!Houston,!TX!A!Houston,!TX!
Holy!Wisdom!Catholic!Community!A!Long!Beach,!CA!
Hope!CommUnity!Center/Notre!Dame!Americorps!A!Apopka,!FL!
HourChildren!A!Astoria,!NY!

Ignatius!Chapel!Community,!Loyola!University!of!New!Orleans!A!New!Orleans,!LA!
Immaculate!Conception!Catholic!Church!A!Baton!Rouge,!LA!
Immaculate!Heart!Community!A!Los!Angeles,!CA!
Immigration!Action!Team,!Unity!Temple!Unitarian!Universalist!Congregation!A!Aurora,!IL!
Immigration!Family!Support!Network!A!Wichita,!KS!
Intercommunity!Center!for!Justice!and!Peace!A!Cincinnati,!OH!
Interfaith!Alliance!for!Immigrant!Justice!A!Gainesville,!FL!
Interfaith!Council!for!Peace!and!Justice!A!Ann!Arbor,!MI!
Interfaith!Movement!for!Immigrant!Justice!A!Portland,!OR!
Jesuits!of!the!New!Orleans!Province!A!New!Orleans,!LA!
Jewish!Family!&!Children's!Service!Pittsburgh!PA!A!Pittsburgh,!PA!
Johns!Creek!Christian!Church!(Disciples!of!Christ)!A!Duluth,!GA!
JPIC!Network,!Sisters!of!St.!Francis!Sylvania,!OH!A!Sylvania,!OH!
JPIC!Office,!Ursuline!Sisters!A!New!Rochelle,!NY!
Justice!&!Peace!Committee!Sisters!of!St.!Joseph!of!Chambery!US!Province!A!West!Hartford,!CT!
Justice!and!Peace!A!Springfield,!IL!
Lakewood!Christian!Church!(Disciples!of!Christ)!A!Waco,!TX!
Lay!Dominican!Orde,!!Chapter!of!the!Blessed!Sacrament!A!Farmington!Mills,!MI!
Leadership!of!Congregation!of!the!Humility!of!Mary!A!Des!Moines,!IA!
Leadership!Team!of!Sisters!of!the!Precious!Blood,!Dayton,!Ohio!A!Dayton,!OH!
Leadership!Team!of!the!Felician!Sisters!of!North!America!A!Lodi,!NJ!
Leadership!Team!Sisters!of!the!Presentation!Dubuque!IA!A!Dubuque,!IA!
Little!Flower!Convent!A!Scranton,!PA!
Live!Oak!Unitarian!Universalist!Church!A!Cedar!Park,!TX!
Luther!College!Student!Congregation!A!Decorah,!IA!
Mennonite!Central!Committee,!Great!Lakes!A!Goshen,!IN!
Menonites,!Interfaith!Alliance!for!Immigration!Justice!A!Gainesville,!FL!
Mercy!Associate!A!Providence,!RI!
Mercy!Church,!Christian!Church!(Disciples!of!Christ)!A!Durham,!NC!
Milagro!Christian!Church!(Disciples!of!Christ)!A!Pueblo,!CO!
Montana!Immigrant!Justice!Alliance!A!Red!Lodge,!MT!
New!Sanctuary!Coalition!A!New!York,!NY!
New!York!State!Interfaith!Network!for!Immigration!Reform!A!Forest!Hills,!NY!
NorCal!Coalition!of!Catholic!Sisters!Against!Human!trafficking!A!Stockton,!CA!
Nuns!on!the!BusAAOH!A!Sylvania,!OH!
Office!of!JPIC,!Comboni!Missionaries,!North!America!A!Newark,!NJ!
Oregon!Province!of!the!Society!of!Jesus!A!San!Jose,!CA!
Our!Lady!of!Victory!Missionary!Sisters!A!Huntington,!IN!
Our!Lady!Queen!of!Peace!Catholic!Church!A!Arlington,!VA!
P'nai!Or!Gainesville!Jewish!Renewal!Congregation!A!Gainesville,!FL!
Parkview!Baptist!Church!A!Gainesville,!FL!
Pax!Christi!A!Sioux!Falls,!SD!
Pax!Christi!Dallas!A!Dallas,!TX!
Pax!Christi!Florida!A!Saint!Augustine,!FL!
Pax!Christi!Maine!A!Biddeford,!ME!
Pennsylvania!Council!of!Churches!A!Harrisburg,!PA!
Presentation!of!the!Blessed!A!Sioux!Falls,!SD!
Presentation!of!the!Blessed!Virgin!Mary!religious!order!A!Sioux!Falls,!SD!
Presentation!Sisters!Social!Justice!Team!A!Le!Sueur,!MN!
Presentation!Sistersof!the!Blessed!Virgin!Mary!A!Aberdeen,!SD!
Project!IRENE!A!Wilmette,!IL!
Promoter!of!Justice!for!DominicanSisters~Grand!Rapids!A!Grand!Rapids,!MI!
Promoter!of!Justice!for!DominicanSisters~Grand!Rapids!A!Albuquerque,!NM!
Provincial!Council!of!the!Clerics!of!St.!Viator!A!Arlington!Heights,!IL!
Redemptorist!Fathers!A!Brooklyn,!NY!
Religious!!Congregation!A!Wheeling,!WV!
Religious!Sisters!of!Charity!A!Culver!City,!CA!
Religious!Sisters!of!Mercy!A!Philadelphia,!PA!
Resurrection!Community!A!Cincinnati,!OH!
RI!Lasallian!Association!Group!A!Rumford,!RI!
RILAG!A!Providence,!RI!
Riverside!Ave.!Christian!Church!A!Jacksonville,!FL!
Sacred!Heart!Parish!Convent!A!Merrick,!NY!
Saint!Andrew!Christian!Church!A!Goodlettsville,!TN!
Saint!Bede!Episcopal!A!Atlanta,!GA!
Saint!Patrick's!Convent!A!Long!Island!City,!NY!
San!Jose!Episcopal!Church!A!Arlington,!VA!
San!Rafael!Dominicans!A!San!Rafael,!CA!
Santa!Maria!de!la!Vid!Abbey!A!Albuquerque,!NM!
School!Sisters!of!Notre!Dame!AM!JPIC!Office!A!Wilton,!CT!
School!Sisters!of!Notre!Dame!Office!of!Justice,!Peace!&!Integrity!of!Creation!A!Saint!Paul,!MN!
Sinsinawa!Dominicans!A!Sinsinawa,!WI!
Sister!of!Mercy!A!Sun!City!West,!AZ!
Sisters!of!Charity!A!Cincinnati,!OH!
Sisters!of!Charity!of!Cincinnati!A!Mount!Saint!Joseph,!OH!
Sisters!of!Charity!of!Cincinnati,!Ohio!A!Saint!James!City,!FL!
Sisters!of!Charity!of!Leavenworth!A!Leavenworth,!KS!
Sisters!of!Charity!of!Saint!Elizabeth!A!Convent!Station,!NJ!
Sisters!of!Charity!of!the!Blessed!Virgin!Mary!A!Dubuque,!IA!
Sisters!of!Charity!Santo!Ni±o!Project!A!Anthony,!NM!
Sisters!of!IHM!A!Center!Moriches,!NY!
Sisters!of!Mercy!A!Portland,!ME!
Sisters!of!Mercy!A!Merion!Station,!PA!
Sisters!of!Mercy!A!Pawtucket,!RI!
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Sisters!of!Mercy!Associates!A!Warren,!RI!
Sisters!of!Mercy!MidAAtlantic!Justice!Office!A!Merion!Station,!PA!
Sisters!of!Mercy!Northeast!Justice!Council!A!Bristol,!RI!
Sisters!of!Mercy!Northeast!Justice!Council!Member!A!Burlington,!VT!
Sisters!of!Mercy!of!the!Americas!A!Santa!Cruz,!CA!
Sisters!of!Mercy!of!the!Americas!A!Gwynedd!Valley,!PA!

Sisters!of!Mercy!of!the!Holy!Cross!A!Merrill,!WI!
Sisters!of!Mercy!South!Central!Community!A!Belmont,!NC!
Sisters!of!Mercy!West!Midwest!Community!Justice!Team!A!Omaha,!NE!
Sisters!of!Providence!Peace!with!Justice!Committee!A!Chicago,!IL!
Sisters!of!Saint!Joseph!Brentwood!New!York!A!Brentwood,!NY!
Sisters!of!Saint!Joseph!of!Chestnut!Hill,!Philadelphia!A!Philadelphia,!PA!
Sisters!of!St.!Dominic!A!Caldwell,!NJ!
Sisters!of!St.!Dominic!A!Blauvelt,!NY!
Sisters!of!St.!Francis!A!San!Francisco,!CA!
Sisters!of!St.!Francis!Justice!and!Integrity!of!Creation!Committee!A!Syracuse,!NY!
Sisters!of!St.!Francis!of!Philadelphia!A!Aston,!PA!
Sisters!of!St.!Francis!of!the!Neumann!Communities!A!Syracuse,!NY!
Sisters!of!St.!Joseph!A!Rochester,!NY!
Sisters!of!St.!Joseph!A!Jamaica,!NY!
Sisters!of!St.!Joseph!A!Levittown,!NY!
Sisters!of!St.!Joseph!A!Brentwood,!NY!
Sisters!of!St.!Joseph!A!Wheeling,!WV!
Sisters!of!St.!Joseph!of!Chambery!Leadership!Team!A!West!Hartford,!CT!
Sisters!of!St.!Joseph!of!Chestnut!Hill!A!Philadelphia,!PA!
Sisters!of!St.!Joseph!of!Northwestern!Pennsylvaniar!A!Erie,!PA!
Sisters!of!St.!Joseph!of!Rochester!A!Rochester,!NY!

Sisters!of!St.!JosephABaden!A!Baden,!PA!
Sisters!of!St.!Joseph,!TOSF!A!Fort!Wayne,!IN!
Sisters!of!St.!Mary!of!NamurAAWestern!Province!A!Fort!Worth,!TX!
Sisters!of!the!Holy!Cross!A!Notre!Dame,!IN!
Sisters!of!the!Holy!Cross!A!Congregation!Justice!Committee!A!Notre!Dame,!IN!
Sisters!of!the!Holy!Family,!Fremont!A!Fremont,!CA!
Sisters!of!the!Presentation!of!the!Blessed!Virgin!Mary!A!New!Windsor,!NY!
Sisters!of!the!Presentation!of!the!BVM!of!Aberdeen!SD!A!Aberdeen,!SD!
SNJM!U.S.!Ontario!Province!Leadership!Team!A!Marylhurst,!OR!
Society!of!the!Divine!Savior!A!Owens!Cross!Roads,!AL!
Society!of!the!Divine!Savior!A!Tucson,!AZ!
Sophia!in!Trinity!A!San!Francisco,!CA!
Southern!Dominican!Friars!A!Irving,!TX!

Springfield!Dominican!Justice!Committee!A!Springfield,!IL!
Sr.!of!Charity!of!Nazareth!Congregational!Leadership!A!Nazareth,!KY!
Sr.!of!Charity!of!Nazareth!Western!Province!Leadership!A!Nazareth,!KY!
Srs.!of!Immaculate!Heart!of!Mary!A!Scranton,!PA!
Srs.!of!St.!DominicAAmityville!A!Amityville,!NY!
ss!philip!and!james!A!Saint!James,!NY!

St!Camillus!Church!A!Silver!Spring,!MD!
St!Mary!Student!Parish!A!Ann!Arbor,!MI!
St!Rita!Catholic!Community!A!Dade!City,!FL!
st!simon!stock!church!A!Bronx,!NY!
St!Stanislaus!Church,!St.!Paul,!MN!A!Saint!Paul,!MN!
St.!Anthony!of!Padua!Church!A!Rocky!Point,!NY!
St.!John!Nepomucene!A!Oakdale,!NY!
St.!Lawrence!A!Sayville,!NY!
St.!Mary!Magdalene!R.C!Church!A!Springfield!Gardens,!NY!
St.!Michael!and!All!Angels'!Episcopal!Church!A!Columbia,!SC!
St.!Stephen!and!the!Incar!A!Washington,!DC!
The!Christian!Church!(Disciples!of!Christ)!in!Mont!A!Great!Falls,!MT!
The!Congregation!of!the!Holy!Spirit!(The!Spiritans)!A!Bethel!Park,!PA!
The!Kino!Border!Initiative!A!Nogales,!AZ!
The!Leadership!Council!!of!the!Sisters,!Servants!of!the!Immaculate!Heart!of!Mary!A!Monroe,!Michigan!A!
Monroe,!MI!
The!Lord's!Ranch!A!Vado,!NM!
The!Sisters!of!Charity!of!Cincinnati!A!Cincinnati,!OH!
The!United!Church!of!Gainesville!A!Gainesville,!FL!
Trinitarians!A!Baltimore,!MD!
Twomey!Center!A!New!Orleans,!LA!

Union!of!Sisters!of!the!Presentation!of!the!B.V.M.!A!US!Province!A!San!Antonio,!TX!
Unitarian!Universalist!Congregation!of!the!Lowcountry!A!Okatie,!SC!
United!Methodist!Chirch!A!Tucson,!AZ!
Unity!Temple!Unitarian!Universalist!Congregation!A!Oak!Park,!IL!
Ursuline!Associates!A!Malone,!NY!
Ursulines!of!the!Roamn!Union!Eastern!Province!of!the!US!A!New!Rochelle,!NY!
Ursulines!of!the!Roman!Union!A!Bronxville,!NY!
Washtenaw!Interfaith!Coalition!for!Immigrant!Rights!A!Dexter,!MI!
Webster!Groves!Christian!Church!(Disciples!of!Christ)!A!Saint!Louis,!MO!
Wellington!Ave!UCC!A!Chicago,!IL!
West!Michigan!Coalition!for!Immigration!Reform!A!Grand!Rapids,!MI!
Westminster!Presbyterian!Church!in!Gainesville!A!Gainesville,!FL
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