QUOTES FROM POPE FRANCIS ON MIGRANTS & REFUGEES

The Church is mother and her motherly attention is expressed with special tenderness and closeness to those who are
obliged to flee their own country and exist between rootlessness and integration. This tension destroys people. Christian
compassion — this “suffering with”, compassion — is expressed first of all in the commitment to obtain knowledge of the
events that force people to leave their homeland, and, where necessary, to give voice to those who cannot manage to
make their cry of distress and oppression heard. By doing this you also carry out an important task in sensitizing Christian
communities to the multitudes of their brethren scarred by wounds that mark their existence: violence, abuse, the
distance from family love, traumatic events, flight from home, uncertainty about the future in refugee camps. These are
all dehumanizing elements and must spur every Christian and the whole community to practical concern. (5/24/13)

I would like to ask you all to see a ray of hope as well in the eyes and hearts of refugees and of those who have been
forcibly displaced. A hope that is expressed in expectations for the future, in the desire for friendship, in the wish to
participate in the host society also through learning the language, access to employment and the education of children. |
admire the courage of those who hope to be able gradually to resume a normal life, waiting for joy and love to return to
brighten their existence. We can and must all nourish this hope! (5/24/13)

Above all | ask leaders and legislators and the entire international community above all to confront the reality of those
who have been displaced by force, with effective projects and new approaches in order to protect their dignity, to
improve the quality of their life and to face the challenges that are emerging from modern forms of persecution,
oppression and slavery. (5/24/13)

They are human people, | stress this, who are appealing for solidarity and assistance, who need urgent action but also
and above all understanding and kindness. God is good, let us imitate God. Their condition cannot leave us indifferent.
Moreover, as Church we should remember that in tending the wounds of refugees, evacuees and the victims of
trafficking, we are putting into practice the commandment of love that Jesus bequeathed to us when he identified with
the foreigner, with those who are suffering, with all the innocent victims of violence and exploitation. We should reread
more often chapter 25 of the Gospel according to Matthew in which he speaks of the Last Judgement (cf. vv. 31-46). And
here | would also like to remind you of the attention that every Pastor and Christian community must pay to the journey
of faith of Christian refugees and Christians uprooted from their situations by force, as well as of Christian emigrants.
These people need special pastoral care that respects their traditions and accompanies them to harmonious integration
into the ecclesial situations in which they find themselves. May our Christian communities really be places of hospitality,
listening and communion! (5/24/13)

Dear friends, let us not forget the flesh of Christ which is in the flesh of refugees: their flesh is the flesh of Christ. It is also
your task to direct all the institutions working in the area of forced migration to new forms of co-responsibility. This
phenomenon is unfortunately constantly spreading. Hence your task is increasingly demanding in order to promote
tangible responses of closeness, journeying with people, taking into account the different local backgrounds. (5/24/13)

Immigrants dying at sea, in boats which were vehicles of hope and became vehicles of death. That is how the headlines
put it. When | first heard of this tragedy a few weeks ago, and realized that it happens all too frequently, it has
constantly come back to me like a painful thorn in my heart. So | felt that | had to come here today, to pray and to offer a
sign of my closeness, but also to challenge our consciences lest this tragedy be repeated. Please, let it not be repeated!
(7/8/13)

"Where is your brother?" His blood cries out to me, says the Lord. This is not a question directed to others; it is a question
directed to me, to you, to each of us. These brothers and sisters of ours were trying to escape difficult 40situations to find
some serenity and peace; they were looking for a better place for themselves and their families, but instead they found
death. How often do such people fail to find understanding, fail to find acceptance, fail to find solidarity. And their cry
rises up to God! Once again | thank you, the people of Lampedusa, for your solidarity. | recently listened to one of these
brothers of ours. Before arriving here, he and the others were at the mercy of traffickers, people who exploit the poverty
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of others, people who live off the misery of others. How much these people have suffered! Some of them never made it
here. (7/8/13)

I will also pray in a special way for our brothers and sisters, men, women and children who have died of thirst, hunger or
from the exhaustion on the journey to find a better life. In recent days we have seen those terrible images of the desert in
the newspapers. Let us all pray in silence for these brothers and sisters of ours. (11/1/13)

Grant that migrants in search of a dignified life may find acceptance and assistance. May tragedies like those we have
witnessed this year, with so many deaths at Lampedusa, never occur again! (12/25/13)

Child of Bethlehem, touch the hearts of all those engaged in human trafficking, that they may realize the gravity of this
crime against humanity. Look upon the many children who are kidnapped, wounded and killed in armed conflicts, and all
those who are robbed of their childhood and forced to become soldiers. (12/25/13)

As we fix our gaze on the Holy Family of Nazareth as they were forced to become refugees, let us think of the tragedy of
those migrants and refugees who are victims of rejection and exploitation, who are victims of human trafficking and of

slave labor. (12/29/13)

Likewise, we cannot but be moved by the many refugees seeking minimally dignified living conditions, who not only fail
to find hospitality, but often, tragically, perish in moving from place to place. (1/17/14)
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